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Ten years ago this month, leaders of Bosnia, Serbia, and Croatia traveled to Dayton,
Ohio, and spent weeks in intense negotiations under the auspices of the United States.
The agreement that they reached, known as the Dayton Accords, put an end to a war that
had left over 200,000 people dead and over two million people homeless, and created the
roadmap for recovery and stability in the Balkans. With the assistance of the
international community — the UN, NATO and the EU — the Balkans are today a more
peaceful and hopeful place than ten years ago. But the region is still in a state of
uncertainty and needs our support in order to secure a democratic future and achieve

Euro-Atlantic integration.

As history has shown, stability in the Balkans is key to a united and peaceful Europe.
The United States fully supports the countries of the region as they strive to become
stable democratic states and members of NATO and the European Union. We are
working closely with the UN, the EU, our partners in the Contact Group, and countries
such as Greece to help the Balkans put their bloody past behind them.

Greece recognizes the need for stability in its own backyard better than any other
European country, and has already taken great strides to help its neighbors enter a new
era of prosperity and growth. The European course of the Balkan states was a priority of
Greece’s 2003 EU chairmanship, and is part of Greece’s agenda during its current

chairmanship of the South Eastern Europe Cooperation Process.

Through the Plan for Economic Reconstruction of the Balkans, Greece has pledged to
provide hundreds of millions of euros to its neighboring countries. It is also one of the

leading investors in the region, with 3,500 Greek industries and 400 bank branches



operating in the Balkans. Clearly, Greece is a leading political and economic power in
the region and, as the only Balkan country that is a member both of NATO and the EU, a
role model for the rest of the Balkan states. Most importantly, it shares deep cultural ties
with its neighboring countries, which consider Greece a key interlocutor and supporter
for their Euro-Atlantic aspirations. This is why the U.S. is counting on Greece to
continue to play a very active and constructive role in our renewed efforts for stability

and prosperity in the Balkans.

Our top priorities are the modernization of the Dayton Accords and the beginning of
negotiations for Kosovo’s final status. In Bosnia-Herzegovina, the U.S. continues to
support strongly the work of EU High Representative Paddy Ashdown on promoting
reform. We want to complete what we began in Dayton ten years ago, which is the
creation of a more integrated state with a stronger central government. It is time for
Bosnia-Herzegovina to remove the ethnic divisions in its governance structure, and
become a truly multiethnic and unified state. These are necessary reforms that will bring

the country closer to EU and NATO membership.

In Kosovo, the UN-sponsored final status talks will soon begin and give Kosovars,
Albanian and Serb alike, a chance to define their own future. The U.S. will work closely
with UN Special Envoy Marti Ahtisaari and with the Contact Group to support the
negotiations when they start. Kosovar Albanians, Kosovar Serbs, and the government of
Serbia-Montenegro will enter difficult negotiations with different and possibly
conflicting objectives. It is important that we and our allies remain neutral in this

process.

Secretary General Kofi Annan recently outlined two plausible outcomes to the
negotiations: continued and greater autonomy of Kosovo within Serbia-Montenegro, or
independence. The United States does not endorse either option. The outcome of the
negotiations cannot be predetermined. We are committed to supporting the decision of
the parties involved. Most importantly, as Undersecretary Nicholas Burns recently

stated, “the U.S. and Europe agree that final-status talks for Kosovo cannot lead to



partitioning the province into separate ethnic enclaves or redrawing international

boundaries.”

Ten years ago, NATO, the U.S. and our European allies took a brave decision to act and
end the Balkan wars, to stop human rights abuses and to defend the principles of
democracy. Our multilateral involvement in the Balkans today can only be guided by the
same principles. The U.S. hopes that we can continue to work with Greece, the EU, the
UN and the rest of our partners to promote democracy, peace, and Euro-Atlantic

integration for the Balkans.
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«XTAOGEPOTHTA KAI EYPQATAANTIKH ENXQMATQXH
I'TA TA BAAKANIA»

Tov Apepucavod IIpésPn Charles P. Ries

«0 Koopog tov Exevovtny»
2apporo, 26 Nocuppiov 2005

ABMva -- [Tpwv amd déka xpovia cav onpepa, o Noéuppto tov 1995, o nyéreg g
Booviag, ¢ ZepBiog, kot g Kpoatiag ta&ideyav oto Ntévtov tov Oydio, 6Tov
CUUUETETYOV OE TOAVNUEPES KO EVIUTIKES OLUTPOYLOTEVGELS VIO TNV oyidd TV
Hvopévov [Moltewwv. H cvppovia oty onoia katéAn&av, yvmot o Zupemvia Tov
Ntévtov, cppdyioe 10 T€A0G VOGS TOAELOV IOV E1YE APNOEL TOW TOV TEPIGTOTEPOLS OO
200.000 vexpotg kot 600 ekatoppvpla aoteyovs. H coppovia avtr anépepe Tov 001K
YOPTN YO TNV ovaKapyn Kot T otafepotnta oto Baikdavia. Me ) Bonfeia tng
deBvoug kowvotntog — tov OHE, tov NATO kot g Evponaikig Evoong — o Baikdavia
etvar onpepa Eva o e1PNVIKO Kot EATIO0POPO HEPOS o’ dTL NTav déKa ypdvia tptv. H
mEPLOYN, WOTOGO, BpickeTon akoOUN o€ kataotaot afefatdtntog Ko ypetdletar tnv
VROGTNPIEN LOG TPOKEUEVOL VO OLGPOMGEL £VOL SNUOKPOTIKO LEAAOV KOl EVOOUATOON

otoug Evpmatiavtikotg Oeopote.

Onwg pag éxet deiet n 1otopia, n otabepotnTo oto Bakkdvia £xet kaipla onpacio yuo
pa evouévn kot epnvikny Evpomm. Ov Hvopéveg ToAteieg atnpilovy mANpog Tig Y®PES
NG TEPLOYNG OTNV TPOoTAOELd TOVG Va Yivouy oTafepd SNUOKPATIKAE KPATH Kot LEAT TOV
NATO kot ¢ Evponaikng Evoong. Xvvepyaldpoote oteva pe tov OHE, v EE kot
TOVG £Taipovg pog otnv Opdda Eraeng, kabmg kot pe ympeg 6mmg 1) EAAGSa, Yo va

Bondnoovpe ta Baikavia va apricovy micw toug to opatofoppévo tapedddv toug.

H EALGda avayvopilet Tnv avaykn yio otafepdtnta 6T YELTOVIY TG KAAVTEPD ATTO
OTOL0ONTOTE AAAY EVPOTAIKY YMDPOL, KOl EYEL O KAVEL SNUAVTIKE BrpaTa Yio vo
Bondnoet TG yeltoveg ympeg va elEABovV Gg pia véa mepiodo eunuepiog Kot avamtuéng.

H evponaikn mpoontikni Tov POAKOVIKOV YOPOV NTOV TPOTEPULOTNTA TNES EAMANVIKNG



npoedpiog g EE 10 2003, kot etvon HEPOG TOL TPOYPAUUOTOS TG TPEYOVGOS EAANVIKNG
npoedpiog otn Arndwkosio Xvvepyaciog Xopmv NA Evponnc.

H EALGda €xel vtooyebel vo Tpoc@Epel EKATOVTADESG EKUTOUUVPLO EVPD GTIC YEITOVIKES
™G YOPES LECH TOL Xyediov Yo TV Otkovopukn Avacvuykpotnon tov Baikoviov.
Emiong, n EALGSa givan €vog amd TOg ONUAVTIKOTEPOVS ETEVOVTEG GTNV TTEPLOYY|, LLE
3.500 eAAnvikég emyelpnoetg Kot 400 vTOKATAGTAUATO EAANVIKAOV Tporel®V oTa
BoAxavio. H EAAGSa givarl copdg eE£x0VG0 TOATIKY] KOl OIKOVOLLKT dUVOUN TNV
TEPLOYN Kat, G M HoOVN Padkavikn ydpa Tov givar pédog toco Tov NATO 660 kot g
EE, amotehel mpdTumo Yia To vrorowma Paikavikd kpdtrn. To mo onuovtiko eivat 6tim
EMada €xetl kotvolhg 6teVODg TOMTIGTIKOVG OEGLOVG LE TIC YEITOVIKES YMOPES, Ol OTOIES TN
Bewpovv amapaitnTo GUVOUANTY KO VTOGTNPIKTH TV Evpmatioaviik®v otdymv toud.
Yvvenmg, ot HITA nposBiémovv otnv EALGSa va cuveyioet va dtadpapatilel Eva
10104TEPQ OPAGTNPLO KOl ETOUKOIOUNTIKO POAO GTIG VEEG LOG TPOCTAOEIES VO EVIGYVCOVLE

T otafepoTNTa Ko TV gunpepio ota Baikdvia.

Baoikég mpotepandttéc pog eivon n Tposapoyr| s Lupeviog tov Ntévtov 610
ONUEPQ KOl 1] EVOPEN TOV SOTPUYHUTEVGEDV Y10l TO TEAMKO KAHEGTADS TOV
Kooovponediov. Ztn Boovia-Epleyofivn, ot HITA cuveyilovv va otnpilovv Tig
dpaoctnpromteg Tov Yatov Apuooti g EE k. ITdvtv Acvtdovv yio v TpomOnon
uetappudpicewv. OErove va OLOKANPAOGOLLLE TNV TPOSTAOELN TOV EEKIVIIGALLE GTO
Ntévtov Tpv amd déka xpovia, OnAadT| Tn ONpovpyic EVOG IO EVOTOMUEVOD KPATOVS LLE
oyvp1| KeVIpIKN KuPépvnon. Eivar ma kaipdc va eykatoiqyer 1 Boovia-Epleyofivn
TOVG €0VOTIKOVE 010 PO oS T doun dtokLPEPYNONG, Kot va Yivel Eva Tpary LaTikd
TOALEDVIKO Kat eVOPEVO KpATog. AVTEG etvan amapaitntes petappuduicelg mov Oa

QEPOLV TN YOPO O KOVTA 6T cvppetoyn g otV EE kat to NATO.

>’611 apopa oto Kosouponédio, Ba Eekiviijcouv civiopa vtd v aryida tov OHE ot
Smpary LATEDGELS Y10 TO TEAIKO KOOEGTMOS TOV Bt SDGOVV TNV EVKAPiN GTOVGS
KooooBdpovg, AABavoig kot ZépPovug, va kabopicovv to péAiov tovg. Ot HITA Ba

ovvePYoTOUV 0TeVA L Tov E1dwkd Amestaipuévo oo OHE k. Mépti Ayticépt kot pe tnv



Opédoa Eragng ywo va otnpi&ovv Tig cuvopuiieg 6tav avtég Eekvioovv. Ot AABavol
KoocoPdpot, or XépPor KossoBdpot, ko n kuPépvnon ZepPiag-Mavpofouvviov Ba
EEKIVIIGOVY dVOKOAESG SLOTTPAYLATEVGELS LLE OLOPOPETIKOVG Kot TOAVOV GUYKPOVOUEVOLG
otoyovs. Eivar onpavtikd epeic kot ot cvppoyol pog vo mopapeivovpe ovdétepot og

ALt T OladKacia.

O I'evikog I'pappatéag oo OHE k. Kogpr Avav avaeépbnke tpoceata o 600
EVOEYOLEVO OMOTEAEGLLOTO TOV JOTPAYLATEVGEWDV. ZuveXILOUEVT] KOl LeYOADTEPT
avtovouia tov Kosoupomediov wg puépovg e ZepPiag-MavpoPouvviov, 1| ave&optnoia.
O Hvopéveg IoMteieg 0ev mpocumoypapovy oOTE TN pict o0TE TNV GAAN emAoyr|. To
OTOTEAEC O, TOV SOTPAYLATEVGE®V O€ pmopel va Tpokabopiotel. AeGUELONACTE VOl
ompifovpe v amdeacn Tov euriekdpevav pepav. Kupilog, 6tmg ntpdceata SNAmce o
Y pvnovpyog EEotepicmv Nikodag Mrepvg, «ot HITA ka1 Evpdnn cuopemvovv 61t ot
SLVOLUALEG Y1 TO TEAIKO KaBeoTdC Tov Kooovpomediov de umopovv vo 00Myncovy 61
dwaipeon ¢ emapyiog og dAPOPETIKOVG £BVOTIKOVG BOANKES, 00TE GTNV ETOVOYAPAEN

TOV S1EBVOV GUVOPOVY.

[Ipwv and déka xpovia 1o NATO, ot HITA kou or Evponaior coppayoi pog EAafav
yevvaio amd@act va 0pacovy Kot Vo GTAUATIGOLY TOV TOAEN0 oTa Baikdvia,
TPOKEUEVOL VoL BEGOVV TELOG GTNV KOTATATNOT TV avOpOTIVOV SIKOOUATOV Kot Vo
VIEPACTIGTOVV TIG apyES TG Onpokpatiog. H modvpepnc avapetn pog ota Baikdavia
onuepa Og pmopet mapd va diémetar amd Tig ideg apyéc. Ot HITA mpocsPrémovv otn
oLVEYLOT TNG cuvepyaaiag Tovg pe v EAAdda, v EE, tov OHE kot tovg vtéAotmovg
etaipovg pe 6tdy0 TV TPom®ONoN TG dNUOKpaTiag, TN PNVNG, Kat TS Evpoatiavtikng

EVOOUATOONS TOV YOPOV TV Baikaviov.
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